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Neither indeed am I prepared to say that opium alone would have 
been fully adequate, though it is a medicine upon which I should 
place great reliance under similar circumstances. 

Franklin, Conn. May, 1831. 


Art. IX. Contributions to the Pathology of Infantile Convulsions. By 
William E. Horner, M. D. Adjunct Professor of Anatomy in 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

CASE I.—Ellen, aged four years, a fine healthy child, with dark 
eves and hair, the daughter of the Right Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, 
had a slight cough, but not sufficient to keep her from infant school, 
on Monday, the 10th of May, 1831. The next morning on waking 
she was feverish, and her mother gave her a dose of calcined mag¬ 
nesia. I saw her at 4 o’clock P. M.; her symptoms then were hot 
skin, full, frequent pulse, and a slight uneasiness in the abdomen. 
In the forenoon her head had pained her somewhat, but when I saw 
her the pain had ceased. She was entirely collected, and answered 
distinctly and promptly to the questions put to her; her tongue was 
slightly furred. Upon close inquiry in regard to every region of the 
body I was not able to distinguish any particular local complaint. 
Afler my visit she conversed with her mother, and requested her to 
sing a song for her, to which the child was attached. I ordered a dose 
of castor oil which she took. 

At 5 o’clock she was seized suddenly and without premonition, 
with universal convulsions, extending over the whole muscular sys¬ 
tem. incessant violent rolling of the eyes, laboured respiration with 
frothing at the mouth and perfect insensibility. Dr. E. J. Coxe be¬ 
ing at hand was sent for. He had two cups applied on each temple, 
a warm bath for fifteen minutes, and then sinapisms to the extremi¬ 
ties. He also ordered an injection, the active ingredient of which 
was assafoetida; this was discharged after a few minutes. 

At 7 o’clock I saw the child and had a vein in the arm opened, 
from which I took four ounces of blood; after a short time, about one 
hour, the convulsions were much mitigated and the respiration im¬ 
proved, but the insensibility continued with pupils contracted. At 
8 o’clock a blister was applied between the shoulders; after having 
wrapped her in a blanket dipped in warm water, which was kept, 
around her for half an hour, and produced a copious perspiration. 
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At 10 o’clock I saw her again; the symptoms were about the same 
as when I left her at 8 o’clock. At 12* o’clock she died, after a slight 
convulsion. 

Autopsy seventeen /tours after death .—Present Dr. Coxe. No per¬ 
ceptible putrefaction. 

The medulla spinalis was first exposed from one end to the other. 
A diffused ecchymosis of blood, amounting in all to perhaps a 
drachm surrounded the upper thoracic portion of it on the outside of 
the dura mater. The medulla was strong, verv elastic, and was 
easily torn into strips longitudinally; there was no perceptible mor¬ 
bid change in its structure; cn the contrary it seemed to be remark¬ 
ably healthy. It had about half an ounce of cnccphalo-spinal fluid. 
The brain was then exposed by removing the skull-cap, which had 
the usual tenacious adhesion to the dura mater at this age. The ve¬ 
nous vessels of the pia mater were all at an extreme degree of dis¬ 
tention from the blood; the surface of the brain itself, that is, the ci- 
neritious matter was of a chocolate colour, from the great conges- 
tion of blood. The substance of the brain was carefully explored 
throughout, and was found universally in the highest state of venous 
congestion, so that the blood readily flowed from it wherever it was 
cut. No extravasation of blood was found in it. The lateral ventri¬ 
cles contained each about one drachm of limpid serum. The pineal 
gland was in the state of a small cyst The substance of the brain 
was very soft, yielding, and moist, part of which may be accounted 
for by the age of the child. 

Thorax .—Heart healthy; right auricle contained a white po¬ 
lypous concretion equal in bulk to half an ounce. The lungs had 
suffered much from the congestion, and extravasation or ecchymosis 
of blood in them. The upper lobe of the left lung was in a healtliv 
state, but the lower lobe had the solidity of a coagulum of blood, 
from the quantity of the latter which had accumulated and was ex- 
travasated in it, and it was of a dark venous colour. The two upper 
lobes of the right lung were healthy, but the lowest was emphysema¬ 
tous, and some blood was also extravasated in its tissue, and gave to 
it a light arterial colour. 

Abdomen .—Its viscera were very destitute of blood, and were in 
a normal state, excepting the muciparous glands of the duodenum 
and colon, which were numerous, prominent, and about the size of 
millet seed. 

The inference from this case is, that it was a primary acute affec¬ 
tion of the brain, which from its state of irritation threw the whole of 
the system into disorder, and that the accumulation of blood in it 



375 


Pancoast on Scurvy. 

became so extreme that it was impossible to effect a revulsion by 
the cupping, bleeding, sinapisms, and warm bath. ' 

The congestion of blood in the lungs was evidently of very recent 
date, and was probably produced by the disturbed respiration' There 
was enough of them left sound for the purpose of life, provided the 
brain could have been relieved. 

Case II —May 28, 1831. Examined this day at 12.} o’clock, for 
Dr. Edward J. Coxe, a child of Mr. Evans, in Thirteenth street 
who died last night at 2 o’clock, in convulsions, which had began at 
10 o clock in the evening. This child was well on the 26th, and was 
permitted m the evening of that day to eat of orange; the next day 

she was somewhat indisposed and feverish; in the evening, at the 
time stated, universal convulsions came on, which lasted till she died. 
She was bled from the arm by Ur. Coxc, two ounces, had leeches an- 
plied to each temple, and also took two tea-spoonfuls of antimonial 
"hie, which did not produce voinitin 0- . 

Autopsy eight hours after dcat/i.-Srain very much congested with 
blood, soft and watery—vessels of pia mater much distended—tu¬ 
nica arachnoidea universally separated from pia mater by serous ef¬ 
fusion beneath it, small quantity of serum in ventricles. Medulla 
spinalis not examined. 

^ iscera of thorax healthy. 

Viscera of abdomen generally healthy. Mucous coat of stomach 
apparently sound and ot a pearl colour; in the left extremity of this 
iiscus was found a piece of a core of orange, undigested, and about 
the size ot the end ol a huger, which probably occasioned the con- 
vuisions. 


Abt. X. Remarks on Scurvy, with a Case. By J. Pan-coast, M. D. 

StlUR-VY’ in its most aggravated form, is a disease with which in 
he United States, we are fortunately but little acquainted. The 
usual concomitants for its production, such as abject poverty, famine 
impure air, constant exposure to wet and cold, determined food’ 
confinement to salted provisions, the paucity of vegetables and good 
utt are seldom or never met with in this country of sufficient in- 
tensity or duration to produce this malady. Our mariners, however 
occasionally return with it from sea, when they have on Ion-voyages 



